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"by the Turks at the time when the enthusiasm for " constitutional " methods was at its height. They were armed and fed, highly paid, and well clothed by the Government. At first they were dressed in khaki, like the regular soldiers, but as they objected to this a uniform was devised for them more nearly corresponding to their ordinary attire, in which, with their natural aptitude for drill as for everything connected with the soldier's trade, they looked on parade a very smart body of men. We ourselves were responsible, indirectly, for this curious experiment and its unfortunate result. It was our remarkable success with Egyptian troops led by British officers in the Sudan campaign that caused it to be made. With a misapprehension of the relative conditions that is almost pathetic, the Turks argued that with better material to work upon they ought to be even more successful than we were, and it does not seem to have occurred to any one that however wise it might be on occasion to utilize the military resources of Arabia in foreign wars, it is not advisable to employ locally raised troops against their own people.
The Imam offered seventy dollars for every head of a " Millie " brought to him, and in consequence about five hundred of them deserted from Sanaa in a body on January 16, while the remainder were seized and imprisoned only just in time to frustrate a plot to blow up their barracks. The gendarmerie, however, remained loyal for the most part. This corps also had been raised locally, but long before the "Millah." The men were of a superior class, and more carefully selected from among those likely to prove faithful. At any rate in their case the policy of the Turks was justified by results, for, in spite of individual desertions, they proved very useful.
The authorities, now thoroughly alarmed for the safety of the town, proceeded to imprison most of the principal Arab citizens, including every one who was known to have had anything to do with the writer, and took all precautions to prevent a sudden rising from within coinciding with the attack from without which was generally anticipated.
Nothing more of importance   happened for several